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DODD/GUNSTAR PIPE ORGAN FOR SALE, JANUARY 2022 

As part of home renovation activities, the vendors are offering this instrument for sale. With 27 

speaking stops (three of which are reeds) and approximately 1500 pipes, this is a very capable organ. 

It was built in 1913 and installed at Trinity Methodist Church, Glenelg, South Australia in 1914. It was 

extensively modified in the late 1950s by Gunstar Organ Works, which resulted in new casework and 

electro-pneumatic action. The organ was decommissioned and sold to the current owners in late 

2005, and has since been partially reassembled in their Eden Valley residence. 

Provenance 

Mid 1913: J.E. Dodd contracted to build a 

pneumatic-action organ for Trinity Methodist 

Church, Moseley Street, Glenelg SA. 

March 1914: “The organ had been completed and 

a very successful opening recital had been given 

by Dr Davies.” 

March 1922: installation of an electric blower. 

1954: Church damaged by earthquake. 

1958: Organ removed into storage prior to 

demolition of old church building. 

1959: The organ was converted to electro-

pneumatic action by Gunstar Organ Works and 

reinstalled in a new A-frame church.  

1973: Organ builder, Leith Jacob, contracted to 

make modifications to Great: addition of Twelfth 2 

2/3 (58 pipes) & Mixture 2 rks. (116 pipes) on 

separate unit chest and return of the Fifteenth to 

its original rank. 

1977: Moseley Street becomes a Uniting Church 

when the Methodists joined the Uniting Church of 

Australia (along with many Congregationalists & 

Presbyterians). 

Late 2005: Following closure of the Moseley 

Street Church, John Edwards negotiated to 

purchase the organ and install it in his Eden Valley 

home. 

2022: having purchased a smaller pipe organ, John 

& Bev offer the Dodd/Gunstar instrument for sale.  

Further provenance information is contained in 

the attached correspondence and extracts from 

the Trust/Church Council Minutes (see Appendix). 

 

Dodd organ in original case circa 1914 

Organ as modified by Gunstar Organ Works, 

circa 2005, shortly before being moved to 

Eden Valley. The organist is Bevan Reynolds   
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Front left view of Great & Swell 

divisions. The foreground metal pipes 

are the Great Diapason upper octaves, 

with the stopped wood Lieblich Gedact 

immediately behind 

Front right view of Great & Swell 

divisions. The foremost ranks are the 

Swell Oboe & Cornopean reeds  
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General Sale Notes 

 The sale price is $10,000 or nearest offer for the entire organ and the Vendors do not intend 

splitting the instrument into smaller lots. 

 The original organ frame was not used when the instrument was installed in the new 

Moseley Street ‘A’ frame church, circa 1959. Consequently it was necessary to build new 

framework when the organ was dismantled and reassembled at Eden Valley. This new 

framework (which is included in this sale) was constructed from hollow steel sections and 

includes wheels to enable the Great & Swell divisions to be rolled out for maintenance 

purposes. 

 The original casework was not used during the 1958/59 rebuild (which effectively made the 

organ an integral part of the new church architecture). Therefore, this organ sale does not 

include any casework. 

 The Swell division is not currently enclosed, although the original louvres and associated 

hardware were retained and are being offered as part of this sale. 

 The Great & Swell Reservoirs have been fitted with wheels, and this enables them to be 

rolled underneath their respective chests during normal operation. 

 The original Great & Swell slider motors were pneumatic, but the current configuration uses 

SLIC electric slider motors to be mounted on steel frames (provided). Although the organ 

only requires twelve SLIC units, this sale includes approximately thirty units, which means 

there will be plenty of spares. 

 The sale includes the original two-manual console with concave & radiating pedal-board and 

stool. The Great & Swell Chests have been wired to the console keyboards (via ribbon & 

multi-core cables) for testing purposes, but the organ does not currently include hardware 

to couple the divisions. It is anticipated the purchaser would provide their own solid-state 

solution for this purpose. 

 The Swell division includes a tremulant unit. 

 The blower unit has been fully restored and equipped with a new 3-Phase motor. 

 A concussion bellows unit was located in the original Moseley Street Organ Blower Room 

and will be offered as part of this sale. 

 The floating Choir division is very much a work-in-progress, and currently comprises the 

specified pipework, a two-rank, electro-pneumatic bar & slider chest and a one-octave 

extension chest. 

 The Schalmei pedal reed stop is currently pipes-only and the buyer would need to provide a 

suitable chest etc. 

 The organ’s footprint is approximately 5.5 metres x 3 metres, which is 16.5 square metres 

(not including blower cubicle & console), and its maximum height is about 3.5 metres. 

 Given the organ’s size, it would be possible to split it into two or more smaller instruments, 

and there is also the possibility of using the various unit chests to extend, borrow or float the 

associated ranks (i.e. the Great Twelfth, Mixture II, 4’ Principal and Great/Swell 16’ ranks 

etc.)  

 The organ is only partially installed in the Eden Valley location and is currently not 

operational. 

 

 

 



5 
 

 

Dodd/Gunstar 
Specification      

        

Great (9 Ranks, 588 Pipes, CC-A 58 Notes)     

 Open Diapason 8  Metal  
Great Slider & Diapason Façade Unit 
Chests 

 Claribel  8  Wood  Great Slider & Unit Chests 

 Salicional  8  Stopped Wood Great Slider Chest 

 Lieblich Gedeckt 8  Stopped Wood Great Slider Chest 

 Flute d' Orchestre 4  Metal  Great Slider Chest 

 Principal  4  Metal  Great Principal Unit Chest 

 Twelfth  2 2/3  Spotted Metal Great Auxiliary Unit Chest 

 Fifteenth  2  Metal  Great Slider Chest 

 Mixture  II  Metal  Great Auxiliary Unit Chest 

  Swell to Great  Tab & Thumb Piston  

  Swell to Great Sub     

  Swell to Great Super     

  
3 Thumb Piston 
Presets     

        

Swell (8 Ranks, 464 Pipes, CC-A 58 Notes)     

 Lieblich Bourdon 16  Stopped Wood Swell Slider & 16' Unit Chest 

 Open Diapason 8  Wood  Swell Slider Chest 

 Hohl Flute  8  Stopped Wood Swell Slider Chest 

 Viol d' Orchestre 8  Metal  Swell Slider Chest 

 Viole Celeste 8  Metal  Swell Slider Chest 

 Principal  4  Metal  Swell Slider Chest 

 Oboe  8  Metal  Swell Slider Chest 

 Cornopean  8  Metal  Swell Slider Chest 

  Sub      

  Super      

  Tremulant      

  
3  Thumb Piston 
Presets     

        

Choir (6 Ranks, 348 pipes, floating - to Great or Swell)    

 Principal  4  Spotted Metal Unit Chest 

 Fifteenth  2  Metal  Unit Chest 

 Nineteenth  1 1/3  Metal  Unit Chest 

 Mixture  III  Metal  Unit Chest 

        

Pedal 
(6 Ranks, 120 Pipes - Remainder borrowed from Great/Swell, CC-F 30 
Notes)  

 Sub bass  16  Stopped Wood Unit Chest 

 Echo  16  Stopped Wood Swell 16' Unit Chest 

 Dolce  8  ?   

 Flute  8  Metal   

 Schalmei  4  Spotted Metal Unit Chest 

  Swell to Pedal     

  Great to Pedal  Tab, Toe & Great Thumb Piston 

  6 Great & Swell Preset Toe Pistons    

  
Swell to Great Toe 
Piston     

        

Blower 7.5 horsepower three-phase     

        

Action Electropneumatic      

        

Grand Total: 37 stops (27 speaking), 30 ranks, approx 1500 pipes    
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Organ divisions prior to removal from Trinity 

Church. Sketch by J Edwards circa 2005 
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8’ Diapason 
8’ Lieblich 

Gedact 
Fifteenth Mixture 

II 
Twelfth 4’ 

Principal 

on 

dedicated 

unit chest 



8 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mixture II & Twelfth are located on separate 

unit chest built by Leith Jacob circa 2001 

Mixture II Twelfth 
Lowest Diapason octaves are located on separate unit chest 

Steel 

frames 

Great, Swell & Pedal divisions are mounted on steel 

frames 

Flute d’Orchestre lower register is located on a small 

unit chest 
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Swell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Highest four notes in the Oboe rank are 

flue pipes 

Oboe 

Cornopean 

Viol 

d’Orchestre 
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Swell Reservoir 

Swell 16’ unit chest pipes 

Swell 16’ unit chest magnets 

16’ Lieblich 

Bourdon & 

Pedal Echo 

30 notes 

8’ Viol d’ 

Orchestre 

8 notes 

8’ 

Diapason 

8 notes 
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Pedal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16’ Sub-

bass 

Great 8’ Claribel 

lowest octave 

Pedal 4’ Schalmei – ex Adelaide 

Town Hall 

Pedal Sub-bass & Claribel unit chests in original 

Moseley Street situation 

16’ Sub-

bass 
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Console 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Kimber Allen console stop tab 

switches are fitted with set/reset coils 

Original nickel leaf-switch thumb-piston 

setter board 

Console while still installed at Moseley Street 

Console closeup picture showing stop tabs, manuals, thumb pistons & nameplate  
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Blower 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blower in original Moseley 

Street Organ Blower Room 

Three images of restored blower unit mounted on mobile trolley and equipped with new 3-Phase 

motor & soft-start controller enclosure 
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Slider Actuators 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Original Dodd pneumatic actuators 

SLIC type slider actuators used in the Eden Valley installation 
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Choir 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bar & Slider unit intended to be used in 

floating Choir division – uses Kimber Allen 

electro-pneumatics 

Choir division Octave unit chest 

Nineteenth 1 1/3 

spotted metal pipes 
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Appendix – Additional Provenance Documentation - Trust/Church Council 

Minutes & Supporting Correspondence. 
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